The  little  village  has  served  its  purpose.  It 
was  originally  built  about  23  years  ago  when  trans¬ 
portation  was  less  rapid  and  it  was  necessary  to 
have  key  workers  close  at  hand.  The  automobile  has 
changed  that. 

Then  there  has  been  a  growing  need  for  a  refuse 
dump  and  silt  bank,  which  now  towers  almost  in  the 
backyards  of  some  of  the  homes. 

Fear  Mine  Caves 

The  third  reason  for  the  company's  move  was  an 
important  one,  the  miners  are  working  in  a  vein  of 
coal  under  the  properties. 

But  all  the  logic  behind  the  reasons  did  not 
ease  the  heartache  for  some  of  the  old  residents 
yesterday. 

"It's  like  trying  to  tear  up  and  transplant  an 
old  tree,"  said  Mrs.  William  Dick,  wife  of  the 
chief  engineer  at  Underwood  Colliery. 

Seated  on  the  porch  of  the  home,  where  she  has 
lived  for  more  than  22  years,  Mrs.  Dick  looked  around 
at  the  hollyhocks,  the  barberry  hedge,  the  rose 
bushes  and  the  ferns  she  had  planted  there.  The 
large  green  house  is  shaded  by  trees  that  grew  up 
during  the  years  she  and  her  husband  lived  there. 

They  were  originally  planted  by  the  company. 

"My  husband  hoisted  the  first  car  of  coal  taken 
out  of  Underwood  Colliery,"  she  continued.  "Three  of 
my  five  children  were  born  in  this  house.  Of  course, 
we  haven't  had  our  notice  yet,  but  I  suppose  in  time 
we'll  have  to  move." 

In  another  house  just  across  the  street,  Mrs. 
Henry  Coates,  wife  of  the  assistant  foreman,  sadly 
continued  her  work  as  she  talked. 

Praises  Company  for  Aid 

"It's  just  terrible,"  she  said,  "We've  lived 
here  22  years.  We've  put  a  lot  of  things  in.  We 
thought  we'd  be  here  as  long  as  time,  as  they  say. 

But  I  guess  this  year  will  be  our  last.  We  were  told 
Friday  to  move  at  least  by  October  1st. 

"I  suppose  we'll  go  to  Throop,  but  it  will  be 
hard  and  much  more  expensive.  The  company  has  been 
wonderful  to  all  of  us.  We  had  free  lights,  free 
garage,  and  all  the  water  we  wanted  for  the  house.  If 
we  wanted  anything  fixed,  all  we  ever  had  to  do  was 
to  ask  and  they'd  fix  it. 


